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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN 
LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 
08 – 10 JULY 2009 

 
UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE 

 
AFRICAN LANGUAGES IN A MULTILINGUAL WORLD 

 
Preliminary Programme 

 
Wednesday 8 July 2009 
   
Special Keynote Address 
09:00–09:25 Prof. Brian O’Connell, Rector and Vice-Chancellor of the University of the 

Western Cape, addresses the delegates of AFRILEX 2009 & ALASA 2009 
   
09:30–10:55 AFRILEX Workshop 1 

Proscription, prescription, description – Part 1 
Presented by Henning Bergenholtz, Sven Tarp & Rufus Gouws 

   
11:00–11:25 Tea 
   
11:30–12:55 AFRILEX Workshop 2 

Proscription, prescription, 
description – Part 2 

Presented by Henning Bergenholtz, 
Sven Tarp & Rufus Gouws 

ALASA Workshop 1 
The Role of African Languages in 

Education 
Presented by Vic Webb (CentRePoL, 

UP) and PRAESA 
   
13:00–13:55 Lunch 
   
14:00–15:55 ALASA Workshop 2 

Alternative Perspectives on Language and the Politics of Identity 
Presented by Felix Banda (UWC) et al. 

   
16:00–16:25 Tea  
   
16:45–17:45 ENTERTAINMENT 
   
18:00 JOINT AFRILEX-ALASA CONFERENCE DINNER 
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Thursday 9 July 2009 
 
08:00–08:25 Registration   

 
Parallel Sessions 1               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
08:30–08:55 Some ‘peculiar’ 

phonological processes in 
Kalanga 
Andy Chebanne (Casas) 

Portrayal of child-
characters in selected 
Sesotho literary texts 
Marorisang Lekholoane 
(ULesotho) 

Revisiting the Language 
Question in Zimbabwe : A 
Multilingual approach to 
the language in 
Education Policy 
Wiseman Magwa (MSU)

09:00–09:25 The emergence of clicks 
in Khoesan and other 
Southern African 
languages:Two problems 
with a single solution? 
Menán du Plessis (UCT) 

On social relations and 
marriage: A perspective 
in some of TN Maumela’s 
literary works 
Munzhedzi J. Mafela 
(Unisa) 

Mainstreaming 
indigenous languages and 
literature for socio-
economic enhancement : 
challenges for Zimbabwe 
Miidzo Mavesera (MSU)

09:30–09:55 Prosodic Epenthesis and 
Elision in Zezuru: An 
Optimality Theoretic 
Account 
Maxwell Kadenge 
(UWits)  

The proverb ‘you may 
lead the horse to the 
water but you cannot 
make it drink’ as 
portrayed in the Northern 
Sotho novels: A 
continuous existence of a 
love triangle 
Lekau E. Mpasha 
(UVenda) 

The economics of 
languages: Indigenous 
versus global languages 
form a South African 
perspective 
Pinkie Phaahla (Unisa) 

 
Keynote Address 1    GH 1 
10:10–10:55 Urban languages and urban myths: Tsotsi and other taals in South Africa 

Rajend Mesthrie (UCT) 
 
11:00–11:25 Tea    

  
Parallel Sessions 2               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
11:30–11:55 Cross-linguistic 

similarities in Zulu and 
Xhosa: advantages for 
computational 
morphology and 
lexicography 
Sonja Bosch (Unisa) & 
Laurette Pretorius 
(Meraka) 

From orality to scribality 
and then to textuality: A 
critical evaluation of the 
elements of orality in the 
novel ‘Lešitaphiri’ by OK 
Matsepe 
Mokgale Makgopa 
(UVenda) 

Name changes of South 
African place names: An 
indigenous flavour 
Mkhacani T. Chauke 
(UVenda) 

12:00–12:25 A corpus-driven analysis 
of the morphology, 
morphophonology and 
semantic import of the 
Lusoga noun 
Minah Nabirye 

A sociolinguistic analysis 
of a contemporary 
tsotsitaal poem 
‘Ekhoneni’ by Siyabonga 
Sikhakhane 
Abednego M. 

Akuchanywa apha-No 
peeing here – Xhosa 
signage in Cape Town –
What we really want to 
say 
Tessa Dowling (UCT) 
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(UMakerere) & Gilles-
Maurice de Schryver 
(UGent & UWC) 

Maphumulo (UKZN) 

12:30–12:55 HLT applications for the 
African languages: an 
example for a successful 
implementation of 
language policies in 
South Africa 
Juliane Klein (ULeipzig) 

‘Indebe’ as metaphor in 
Matyila’s Bawo Thixo 
Somandla 
Noluthando M. Mpola 
(SRAC)  

Pragmatics and the Shona 
naming system 1890-2008 
Livingstone Makondo & 
Davie E. Mutasa (Unisa) 

 
13:00–13:55 Lunch   
  

Parallel Sessions 3               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
14:00–14:25 What is in the 

name?Verbal affixes in 
Bantu languages with 
special reference to 
Kikongo 
Fernando Mbiavanga 
(ISCED-Luanda)  

In search of larger units 
of meaning: a foray into 
Northern Sotho data 
Elsabé Taljard (UP) 

Acquisition of tense in 
Xhosa: The long and the 
short of it 
Sandile Gxilishe (UCT) 

14:30–14:55 Reciprocal constructions 
in Setswana 
S. Morapedi 
(UBotswana) 

Locative-subject inversion 
constructions with the 
motion verb –hamba in  
isiXhos : event structure 
and (anti-)causation 
distinctions 
Marianna Visser 
(UStellenbosch) 

A design-based 
framework for the design 
of a specific purposes 
isiXhosa course for 
student teachers 
André Steenkamp 
(CPUT) 

15:00–15:25 Deficient verbs clause 
modification as 
diagnostics for temporal 
constituency of lexical 
aspectual verb classes 
(situation types) 
Anastacia S. Motsei  
(UFS) 

The language 
phenomenon of 
‘Malapropism’ in Sesotho 
Mamolupe A. Dladla & 
Merriam S. Mensele 
(UFS-Qwaqwa) 

New types of courses for 
new types of students? 
Alet van Huyssteen 
(UWC) 

 
15:30–15:55 Tea   
    

 
Parallel Sessions 4               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
16:00–16:25 The semantics of 

intransitive verbs in the 
Generative Lexicon 
Loyiso Mletshe (UWC) 

Challenges faced by the 
African languages 
translators with specific 
reference to isiZulu 
Bonisile P.K. Zungu 
(UFS) 

The use of persuasive 
message in Xhosa 
Nonzolo Titi 
(UStellenbosch) 

16:30–16:55 The overlapping of 
metaphors with idioms 

The unrecorded 
vocabularies of the North 

The portrayal of positive 
politeness and requests in 
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and praise names in 
Tshivenda 
Nthambeleni 
Netshisaulu (Uvenda) 

and the Lowveld dialects 
of Northern Sotho – A 
forgotten reservoir of our 
indigenous knowledge 
Maropeng V. Mojela 
(ULimpopo) 

Xhosa literature 
Mawande Dlali 
(UStellenbosch) 

17:00–17:25 The Generative Lexicon 
and the nominalizations 
in Sesotho 
Pule A. Phindane (UFS) 

Lexical variation in 
Sesotho 
M. Thetso & M. 
Rapeane (ULesotho) 

Names of Cattle and the 
cattle-naming system 
among the Tonga of 
Zambia 
Mildred Nkolola-
Wakumelo (UBotswana) 

    
17:30–18:55 ALASA AGM 
    
19:00 ALASA RECEPTION 
    

 
 
 
Friday 10 July 2009 
 
08:00–08:25 Registration 

 
Parallel Sessions 5               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
08:30–08:55 Nominal classification of 

Setswana loanwords 
Keneilwe Matlhaku 
(UBotswana) 

A critical analysis of 
women’s self assertion in 
some selected Xhosa 
drama texts 
O.M. Mntanga, Z. 
Kondowe & B.B. 
Mkonto 

‘This poll has not 
happened yet’:Temporal 
play in Election 
Predictions, a discourse 
analysis 
Ernest Jakaza (MSU) 

09:00–09:25 A review of raised vowels 
Seth A. Tshithukhe 
(UVenda) 

The nature of the Xhosa 
traditional legal system as 
reflected in the case of 
Mqhayi’s ‘Ityala 
lamawele’ 
Michael Somniso 
(NMMU) 

Account giving in 
narrative of farming in 
isiXhosa 
R.V. Ralehoko 
(UStellenbosch) 

09:30–09:55 The impact of 
disjunctively written 
verbal prefixes on 
Setswana tokenisation 
Laurette Pretorius, 
Biffie Viljoen (Unisa) 
Rigardt Pretorius & 
Ansu Berg (UNorth-
West) 

Praise Poetry 
Mike S. Mvona (Malawi 
Writers Union) 

The analysis of the 
politeness of the 
traditional healers’ 
discourse (language) with 
specific reference to 
Tshivenda 
Zacharia T. Ramaliba 
(UVenda) 
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Keynote Address 2    GH 1 
10:10–10:55 Mbulelo Jokweni (NLS) – to be confirmed 
  
11:00–11:25 Tea 
  

Parallel Sessions 6               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
11:30–11:55 The manipulation of 

verbal folklore genres in 
mass media 
communication 
Rosaleen O.B. 
Nhlekisana (UBotswana) 

Challenges in developing 
scientific terms in 
isiXhosa: Natural 
Sciences &Technology 
(grade 4-6) 
Nozuko Z. Gxekwa 
(CPUT) 

A case of marginalised 
African languages tuition 
in urban South African 
schools: A need for an 
urgent implementation of 
a good foundation level in 
African languages 
Xolani Mavela 
(UStellenbosch) 

12:00–12:25 The superiority of humans 
over evil: AC Jordan’s 
folktale ‘Nomabhadi and 
the Mbulu-Makhasana’ 
Abner Nyamende (UCT) 

Word formation in the 
development of Tshivenda 
terminologies 
Nelson M. Musehane 
(UVenda) 

‘Black African learners 
reject African languages’: 
Truth or myth? 
N.S. Zulu 
(UStellenbosch) 

12:30–12:55 The roles of the women 
folk as portrayed in the 
epics: Ingqawule, 
Mwindo, and Sonjiata 
Dumisani Spofana 
(WSisuluU) 

The many names of HIV 
and AIDS among the 
Basotho 
Maleshoane Rapeane, 
Palesa Khotso, Mape 
Mohlomi & Rethabile 
Possa (ULesotho) 

Some of the problems in 
First Year Students’ 
Academic Writing in some 
SADC universities 
Musona V. Mpepo 
(UZululand) 

 
13:00–13:55 Lunch 
    

Parallel Sessions 7               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
14:00–14:25 Origin and authorship of 

Xhosa proverbs 
Thabazi N. Ntshinga 
(Unisa) 

Culture and gender: A 
reflection on perceptions 
in some South African 
communities 
Phalandwa A. Mulaudzi 
(Unisa) 

On tones and 
reduplication in Cisubiya 
(Cikuhane) 
Joyce T. Mathangwane 
(UBotswana) 

14:30–14:55 A literary criticism of 
eight selected Setlamo 
political songs 
Seboku Tšehloane 
(ULesotho) 

The influence of Xhosa 
culture in the active 
participation of female 
first year students in a 
Xhosa L1 classroom 
Nkosinathi Skade 
(UWC) 

Teaching the Tswana 
locative with its tones 
Sabine Zerbian (UWits) 

15:00–15:25 Language use in popular 
culture - An interpretive 
approach to windshield 
slogans on commuter 
public transport in 
contemporary Zimbabwe 

African languages in the 
21st century: The main 
challenges 
Davie E. Mutasa (Unisa) 

Word forms in 
conjunctive writing: a 
case of isiZulu, with 
Sesotho examples (for 
comparative purposes) 
N.N. Mathonsi (UKZN) 
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Owen Seda (UBotswana) & M. Rapeane –
Mathonsi (ULesotho) 

 
15:30–15:55 Tea 
 

Parallel Sessions 8               GH1                                   GH2                                     GH3 
16:00–16:25 An LMT account of the 

Passive in Ndebele 
Khumalo Langa 
(UKZN) 

An investigation of the 
‘unusual’ structure of the 
Ikalanga relative clause 
Rose Letsholo 
(UBotswana) 

Systematic polysemy of 
verbs in ChiShona: an 
account at the syntactic-
semantics interface 
Patricia R. Mabugu 
(UZim) 

16:30–16:55    
17:00–17:25    
 
17:30 CLOSURE  

 


